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Foreword by Martin Kupka,
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the FCA Prague

The 1999 year was a notable turning point in the history of this institution that has been supporting contemporary
arts in the Czech Republic for eight years. Since the establishment of the - now former - Soros Center for
Contemporary Arts in 1992, the organization has been working on the composition of its programs in order to use
donated finances in the most effective way. A key part of this support has been the Grants Program that provides
grants to individual artists, artists groups and non-commercial institution; grants whose aim is to enable the
realization and public presentation of the results of free human creativity. The main criteria in the grants giving
process has been the artistic quality, imagination and originality of the ideas as well as the social effectiveness of
proposed projects.

However, apart from the Grants program, other programs have gained recognition as well. The urgent need
to overcome the consequences of the long-term cultural isolation during the Communist regime stimulated the rise
of other programs that were to fill this gap. It was the Documentation Program gathered both visual materials
as well as texts on visual arts made in the Czech lands during the course of recent decades, and offered them to
professionals and the public, both locally as well as internationally. A number of important international
exhibitions held in Europe, the USA and in other parts of the world drew inspiration from this source.

The Residency Program serves the same aim as the Documentation Program - which is the integration
of Czech art into the contemporary international art scene. The Residency Program brings 25 artists from various
parts of the world each year to the Czech Republic and enables them live contact with Czech artists. This exchange
of experience, ideals and cultural attitudes is extremely fruitful for all the artists, and thanks to additional activities
and their presentation to the public, it gains a broader importance.

A very important criterion for the assessment of the effectiveness of the invested finances is the response of
the public. Although it is a very sensitive issue that could easily turn into a contra-productive populism, the live
contact of contemporary arts with the public has become a focal point of interest for the Foundation in recent years,
and the results show that both participant groups - artists and the public - can benefit from this dialogue. Therefore
the Public Art Program has been developed, whose aim is to initiate, in cooperation with artists, sponsors and
state and municipal authorities, the origin of works that would enrich the environment of common life. Also this
program has become an integral part of the complex effort to support effectively the development of contemporary
arts.

The rapid development of electronic technologies provides a broad variety of possibilities for artistic
initiatives. They are not only new media and as yet non-existing means of creation, but it is also a new social
environment given by unprecedented means of communication. Such an environment offers contemporary arts not
only technical means, but also a new meaning and a new creative context. Therefore the program of the
Laboratory for New Media Arts has been established and become a significant sphere of the activities of the
Foundation.

The programs of the Foundation for Contemporary Arts have been originated in the lively contact of its
employees with local and international arts scene, and have been appreciated by both local and international
institutions that have provided the Foundation with their grants and support to develop these programs. Therefore it
would be very unfortunate if the continuity of these programs was interrupted or halted as a result of the conditions
for the activities of foundations given by the new law about foundations No 227/1997 with its effectiveness from
January 1, 1998. Under this regulation foundations can no longer provide services (many of the above mentioned
programs have, unfortunately, the character of services) and they can only redistribute finances to individual subjects
according to the purpose given in their statutes. In order to fulfil this requirement, it was necessary to divide the
activities of the original foundation into two parts. One part consists of the Grants Program, and the other continues
the operation of the Documentation, Residency, Public Art and New Media Programs. The Foundation for



Contemporary Arts Prague was registered on April 8, 1999. The Board of Directors subsequently decided to
establish a programmatic non-profit organization that is authorized to provide services. The procedures were rather
protracted, thus the Center for Contemporary Arts Prague was registered only on November 11, 1999. The
time between April 8 and November 11 was considered temporary because the Foundation had to carry out all the
activities of the Center in order to maintain all the present programs. Also most of the employees were transferred
from the Foundation to the Center at the end of 1999. The only employee of the Foundation is PhDr. Ludvik
Hlavacek as its Director. Since 2000 both institutions are independent subjects both legally and financially. In spite
of these new, more complicated conditions, both institutions will work together to support the development of
contemporary visual arts not only in the Czech Republic, but through international contacts also on the
international level.

With best wishes,

Martin Kupka,

Chairman of the Board of Directors of the FCA Prague



INTRODUCTION

The Soros Center for Contemporary Arts - Prague (SCCA-Prague), a non-profit organization
supporting the development of the contemporary visual arts in the Czech Republic, was founded in the autumn of
1992. By the close of 1998, there was a network of 20 similar Soros centers operating in the countries of the former
communist block, under the umbrella of, and supported by, the OPEN SOCIETY INSTITUTE, Inc. New
York founded by Mr. George Soros. Until 1994 the SCCA-Prague was a part of the Central European
University; and from July 1994 until April 1997 it operated as part of the Open Society Fund, Prague. In May
1997, the SCCA-Prague gained the status of an independent foundation.

The Foundation and the Center

The former foundation SCCA-Prague was newly registered by the Commercial Court on April 8, 1999, under the
name the Foundation for Contemporary Arts Prague (FCA Prague). The Board of Directors and the
Supervisor were appointed. Other formalities including the identification number, and especially the main aim of the
activities of the foundation have remained the same.

Some of the programs that had been organized by the SCCA-Prague to support the development of
contemporary arts have the character of services, and therefore they do not reconcile with the activity of the present
foundation, as it is given by the new law on foundations No 227/1997. In order to maintain these programs, whose
benefits have been proved in practice, the Board of Directors decided on its meeting on March 2, 1999, to establish a
service organization/charity called Center for Contemporary Arts Prague (CCA Prague) that would
continue in these programs. The Foundation will be dealing only with the programs that belong to it according to
the law, that is the distribution of grants to third parties based on public competition.

At the beginning of 1999 the Board applied for the registration of the CCA Prague,
which came into existence on November 11, 1999. At the same time the Board of Directors
decided that the Foundation would enable the continuity of the programs that had the
character of services in the transformation period of 1999 through a special grant given to
the newly registered Center.

Aims

The FCA Prague’s mission is the support of contemporary art, as an important constituent of a harmonious
development of civil society in our country. The aims of the Foundation are to cultivate the free artistic expression
of individual artists free from ideologies and commercial pressures as well as to revitalize the social role of the
visual arts. While the Foundation's support is aimed at individuals and institutions living and working in the Czech
Republic, at the same time it is directed towards the broader purpose of getting rid of the outlasting residua of
cultural isolation from the times of the Communist regime. The important feature of the Foundation's strategy is
the orientation towards contemporary art - values that, as yet, have not received broad recognition in Czech society.
Through the support of the artistic invention and presentation of individual artists the Foundation helps to
strengthen the role of the individual in the society and opposes the leveling consumer tendencies.



Programs

Programs run by the Foundation:

I Grants
I1 Art Collection
111 Publications

Programs run by the Center:

I Public Art

II Exhibitions

11 New Media Art

v Artists in Residence

\Y% Documentation and Resource Library

VI Special Projects

Acknowledgements

The FCA Prague would like to thank Mr. George Soros and all Czech and international institutions
and individuals for their support and trust, without which it would not have been possible to realize
our activities. We give our special thanks to many Czech artists who donated their works of art into
the newly established Art Collection of the FCA Prague.



INCOME OF THE FOUNDATION

OSF Prague
Grant for the Center for Contemp. Arts for 1999 (143 000 USD) 4 970 995 CZK
Special OSI NY Grant from 1998 (82 000 USD) 2 625 624 CZK
Network Programs
SCARP (Soros Contemporary Arts Regional Program) (31 000 USD) 1 080
350 CZK
SCCA Network (972 USD) 31031 CZK
(1 500 USD) 50 286 CZK
OSCLP (Open Society Cultural Link Program.) 130 235 CZK

OSF Prague total

Additional donors

Czech Ministry of Culture 100 000 CZK

The City of Prague 50 000 CZK
Foundation Czech Fund for the Arts 30 000 CZK
International Studio Program, New York, USA 55 340 CZK
Sculpture Space, Utica, USA 46 800 CZK
European Foundation Center 8 965 CZK
Embassy of the Netherlands 85 000 CZK
Glauke Foundation 9 954 CZK

Karel Schwarzenberg 51 100 CZK
Additional donors total 437 159 CZK
Other sources

Trinec Ironworks 100 000 CZK
Services 470 766 CZK
Participation fees 237 910 CZK

Sales of catalogues 5400 CZK
Collection 1 745 000CZK
Training courses 37 515 CZK
Interest income 48 916 CZK

Other sources total

TOTAL INCOME

8 888 521 CZK

2 645 507 CZK

11 971 187 CZK



EXPENSES OF THE FOUNDATION

Grants
Annual
Supplementary
Special

Grants total

Grant for the CCA Prague programs
(Please see the INTRODUCTION.)

Operational costs
Collection (fees, framing, security)
Publication
Advertising
Office (electricity, heating, maintenance,
telecommunications, postage, office supplies,
bank charges, travel)
Wage costs - employees
Wage costs - contracted work
(Grants Committee)

Total operational costs

TOTAL EXPENSES OF THE FOUNDATION

870 000 CZK

461 200 CZK
1155 171 CZK
2 486 371 CZK

4 847 335 CZK

144 337 CZK
185 000 CZK
8 000 CZK

268 654 CZK

157 236 CZK

34 554 CZK
797 781 CZK

8 131 478 CZK



EXPENSES OF THE CENTER

PROGRAMS

I Public Art 456 746 CZK

II Exhibitions 450 623 CZK

11 New Media Art 170 030 CZK

v Artists in Residence 968 625 CZK

\" Documentation and Resource Library 107 050 CZK
VI Special Projects 178 700 CZK

Operational costs

Electricity, Heating, Maintenance 291 555 CZK
Office supplies 100 957 CZK
Postage 43 896 CZK
Bank charges 28 144 CZK
Accounting 84 000 CZK
Travel 112 987 CZK
Conferences 33 587 CZK
Miscellaneous 69 338 CZK
Operational costs total 1 106 442 CZK
Wages and staff
Employees 939 099 CZK
Insurance 366 779 CZK
Contracted work 103 241 CZK
Wage costs total 1409 119 CZK
TOTAL EXPENSES OF THE CENTER 4 847 335 CZK

Note: These programs will be organized by the Center for Contemporary Arts Prague o.p.s. from
2000. In 1999 the expenses for these programs were covered by the Exceptional Grant of the FCC
Prague in the amount of 4 500 000 CZK and by the additional re-invoicing.



PROGRAMS OF THE
FOUNDATION FOR CONTEMPORARY ARTS PRAGUE
1999

I Grants Program

The Grants Program consists of the distribution of grants to individuals and institutions on the basis of public
competition. The primary focus of the program is directed towards nurturing emerging talent and innovation in the
visual arts, however, it also acknowledges the importance of using art to improve relations within our community
by encouraging projects that reach out and communicate with the general public. Applications are evaluated by the
Grants Committee. In 1999 three types of grants were given:

Annual Grants to support high-quality innovative artistic projects and their presentation to the
public.
Supplementary Grants to support smaller artistic projects allocating smaller amounts, six times a year,

providing a flexible and immediate support system for a wide range of projects.

Special Grants to foster visual arts activities that establish an important social dialogue,
support the rights of minorities and promote Czech art internationally.

ANNUAL GRANTS

Foundation "People to Visual Arts - Visual Arts to People": 60 000 CZK
Exhibition Ust/ - Ostrava, Jama Gallery, Ostrava, Emil Filla Gallery, Usti nad Labem

Jiri Sevéik: 90 000 CZK
Long-Distance Relations, exhibition of contemporary arts from Poland, Slovakia and the Czech Republic, Center
for Modern and Contemporary Arts of the National Gallery in Prague, Veletrzn{ Palace

Jiri Janda: 65 000 CZK
Tp support the publication of an exhibition catalogue of the Studio - Gallery JJ, Chomutov

Atelier Sypka: 65 000 CZK
Animal Art, exhibition of paintings and installations, Vlkov

Vladimir Skrepl: 70 000 CZK
Artist's retrospective exhibition, MXM Gallery, Prague

Civic Association for Visual Culture: 30 000 CZK
Shpanzer Tal - Limbus, exhibition of photographs, Detail Gallery, Prague

Union of Visual Artists from the Region of Usti nad Labem: 50 000 CZK
Pavel Kopriva - A Shallow Surface, catalogue for the artist's exhibition, Galerie die Aktualitat des schonen, Liberec



Prague Castle: 300 000 CZK
Ladislav Sitensky, artist's retrospective exhibition, Imperial Stables, Prague Castle

Prague Castle: 100 000 CZK
Three exhibitions of works by contemporary photographs: Pavel Banka, Vasil Stanko, Michal Cipro, at the High
Burgave's House, Prague Castle

Prague Castle: 40 000 CZK
Interweaving of Consciousness in Time, exhibition by Ale§ Hnizdil, Royal Summer Palace of Prague Castle

SUPPLEMENTARY GRANTS

Richard Fajnor: 15 000 CZK
Participation in the Cleveland Performance Art Festival, Ohio, USA

Alena Kotzmannova: 10 000 CZK
Temporary Person, artist's exhibition, Palais Jalta, Frankfurt, Germany

FrantiSek Matousek: 20 000 CZK
Artist's exhibition, MXM Gallery, Prague

Foundation "People to Visual Arts - Visual Arts to People": 20 000 CZK
Group exhibition Ordinary Tales, Gallery of the White Unicorn, Klatovy, Emil Filla Gallery, Usti nad Labem

Pavel Ryska: 15 000 CZK
Exhibition on postcards entitled Greetings from Sasovice

MXM Gallery, Prague: 20 000 CZK
Group exhibition Girl Show, Emil Filla Gallery, Usti nad Labem

Martin Zet: 20 000 CZK
Artist's exhibition Manhattan, Kentler International Drawing Center, New York, USA

University of Applied Arts, Prague: 10 000 CZK
II Biennial Symposium in the Open Air, Klenova

Ivan Vosecky: 10 000 CZK
Die Kunst ist unsere Leben, artist's exhibition, Center for Modern and Contemporary Arts of the National Gallery
in Prague, Veletrzni palace

Stépanka Simlova: 10 000 CZK
About Love, group exhibition, Richter Villa, Prague Castle

Association of Villages around the Jizera River: 10 000 CZK
Sculptural symposium in the open-air

Jiri Klestil: 10 000 CZK
New Technologies, Industrial, Ethnicity, international festival connecting electro-industrial, video art, new
technologies and ethnic cultures, Tetra Hydro Club, Brno

Jordi Niubo: 10 000 CZK
HOME, group exhibition, Academy of Fine Arts Gallery, Prague

Pavel RySka: 20 000 CZK
Jiri Svoboda - artist's exhibition and catalogue, Mistrovskych Summerhouse, Brno

House of Arts in Brno: 20 000 CZK



Laboratory - Connections in the Arts of Young Artists, Sypka Gallery, Vlkov

Divus Publishing House: 20 000 CZK
Death of the Artist - Entertainment, Instruction and Enlightenment of Visual Culture in the Czech Republic,
catalogue - 4 picture series satirizing "high art" catalogues

C.E.S.T.A., Cultural Exchange Station, Tabor: 20 000 CZK
At Home Abroad, festival of international inter-disciplinary collaboration,

Lubos$ Plny: 15 000 CZK
Academic Model - conceptual accreditation of a non-existing honorary title

Vaclav Skacel: 8 000 CZK
Ocean - Mapping of Pictures of Human Settlements, exhibition and CD ROM

Linhart Foundation: 20 000 CZK
Series of exhibitions at the Skolsk4 Gallery, Prague

Society for New Music: 10 000 CZK
Milan Grygar - acoustic drawings, sound installation, Center for Modern and Contemporary Arts of the National
Gallery in Prague, Veletrzni palace

Josefina Slezakova: 8 200 CZK
The Mirror of Desire, video and performance, Czech Center in Berlin, Germany

Archa Theater and Via Art Gallery, Prague: 10 000 CZK
"Otto Placht - Painter of the Jungle", exhibition and film screening

Petr Nikl: 15 000 CZK
Nests of Games, group interactive exhibition, Rudolfinum Gallery, Prague

Andrée Cooke: 15 000 CZK
Group exhibition of British and Czech artists entitled Konfrontace, Czech Centre and Wigmore Fine Art, London,
UK

Josef Danék: 15 000 CZK
Hand Made Media, Nests of Games, group interactive exhibition, Rudolfinum Gallery, Prague

Pavel Ryska: 10 000 CZK
Socio-art, Public-art, Gallery of the Red Bull, Brno

Michaela Vlkova, Hybrid - Creative Curating: 10 000 CZK
Participation of Veronika Bromova in the international group exhibition Jeux d'amour, Wigmore Fine Art, Battersea
Arts Centre, London, UK

Second Blue Gallery, Brno: 5 000 CZK
Jan Merta - artist's exhibition

Lukas Jasansky, Martin Polak, Markéta Othova: 30 000 CZK
Architecture of Place, group exhibition, Santa Fe, New Mexico, USA

C.I.G.I. Gallery: 20 000 CZK
Series of exhibitions of students of art universities from Central Europe, Ostrava

SPECIAL GRANTS
Public Art Grants

Gallery 761: 35 000 CZK
Malamut 99, international festival of performing arts, Ostrava



Divus Publishing House: 35 000 CZK
Art on Stick-on Labels, series of artists labels for the art magazine Umélec

Michal Masarak: 35 000 CZK
Pandora Box 99, multi-media installation at the Main Railway Station in Brno

Grants for the Arts by Social Minorities

Civic Association Erratic Block: 40 000 CZK
Romany Communities, Another World, exhibitions of photographs and art works by the Romanies, House of Arts,
Opava

Studios at Jeleni

Federico Diaz: 10 000 CZK
Six-month artist's residency at Jelen{

Jan Merta: 10 000 CZK
Six-month artist's residency at Jeleni

Tomas Vanék: 10 000 CZK
Six-month artist's residency at Jelen{

Federico Diaz: 10 000 CZK
Six-month artist's residency at Jelen{

Artists-in-Residence, Cimelice Castle

Lucie Jandova: 16 000 CZK
Two month residency stipend grant, literature

Katarina Hudeckova, Ale§ Hudecek: 16 000 CZK
Two month residency stipend grant, visual arts

Martin Blazitek: 16 000 CZK
Two month residency stipend grant, film

Fernanda Chieco: 16 000 CZK
Two month residency stipend grant, visual arts

Jiri Suruvka: 16 000 CZK
Two month residency stipend grant, visual arts



SCARP Grants (Soros Contemporary Arts Regional Program)

Please see SPECIAL PROJECTS.

Foundation "People to Visual Arts - Visual Arts to People": 333 000 CZK
Public District - public art projects prepared in collaboration with curators and artists from Hungary, Poland,
Croatia, Slovakia, Slovenia and the Czech Republic, Usti nad Labem

House of Arts in Brno, Foundation "People to Visual Arts - Visual Arts to People", Museum
of Moravia: 350 000 CZK
Museum Educational Activities Workshop

Society of Friends of Art - Plasy: 300 000 CZK
Pantograph - collaborative project of institutions and individuals from Central and Eastern Europe

I Art Collection

In 1998 the Foundation started its Art Collection made up of works donated by artists. In 1999 the Collection
acquired 47 new art works. The Collection was initially started with the aim of setting up the necessary capital
endowment for the newly registered Foundation for Contemporary Art Prague; however it is also an important part
of our Documentation Center. Individual works from the Collection are used for representation of the Foundation
and they are available on loan to private and public organizations, and thus they promote contemporary visual arts
with the public. Twenty art works were selected for loan to the new central pavilion of the Military Hospital in
Prague.

Barbara Benish: National Series, 1992, (13x9 cm)
Picture, mixed media

Josef Bolf: Christmas, 1998, (100x150 cm) -
Painting, acrylic on canvas

Erika Bornova: Duvets, 1998, (50x25x25 cm)
Picture, carved polyester, silk, cotton-wool

Jiri Cernicky: Death on the Moon, 1996, (ca.200 cm)
Installation, mixed media, variable measurement

Roman Franta: O. and M. B., 1998, (120x115 cm)
Painting, acrylic on canvas

Michal Gabriel, Josef Svanda: Lizard, 1997, (62x42x42 cm)
Object, mixed media

Kurt Gebauer: Fire Drawing 1., 1996, (250x135 cm)
Drawing on canvas

Daniel Hanzlik: Star, 1997, (160x128 cm)
Picture, drawing on graphite, canvas

Vladimir Havlik: untitled, 1997, (84x62 cm)
Painting, oil on canvas

Dalibor Chatrny: Drawing with Obstacles, 1992, (70x100 cm)
Drawing, pencil, tempera on paper

Olga Karlikova: Recording of a Bird's Song, 1996, (29.5x42 cm)
Drawing, pencil on cardboard



Olga Karlikova: Recording of a Bird's Song, 1996, (29.5x42 cm)
Drawing, pencil on cardboard

Olga Karlikova: Recording of a Frog's Song, 1998, (29.5x42 cm)
Drawing, pencil on cardboard

Olga Karlikova: Recording of a Lark's Song, 1995, (29.5x42 cm)
Drawing, pencil cardboard

Kristof Kintera: The Denor Mine, 1998, (25x10x18 cm)
Object, mixed media

Lena Knilli: A Large Breakfast, 1998, (100x100 cm)
Painting, egg tempera on cotton fabric

Vladimir Kokolia: Water, 1995 (160x100 cm)
Painting, oil on canvas

Martin Kolar: untitled, 1997 (50x50 cm)
Painting, tempera, tea

Zdena Kole¢kova: untitled, 1996, (105x105 cm)
Painting, acrylic on canvas

Igor Korpaczewski: Not there where it is, 1991, (125x65 cm)
Painting, oil on canvas

FrantiSek Kowolowski: Entelechie, 1997, (75x25 cm)
Painting, triptych, oil on canvas

Jan Mancuska: untitled, 1997, (135x100 cm)
Painting, water color on canvas

Martin Mainer: Buddha, 1996, (70x50 cm)
Painting, tempera on paper

FrantiSek Matousek: Marta Kubisovd, 1997, (37,5x30,5 cm)
Picture, denim

Milan Maur: In rhythm with the Summer Butterfly, 1997, (140x140 cm)
Painting, acrylic on canvas

Milo$ Michalek: Blue by You (In the Shadow of the Cathedral), 1997, (71x50 cm)
Graphic print
Robert Novak: Object of Yearning, 1996, (110x130 cm)

Painting, acrylic, colored pigment

Markéta Othova: untitled, 1997, (100x150 cm)
Photograph, diptych

Marian Palla: Maze, 1998, (60x 63 cm)
Picture, mixed media

Jiri Petrbok: Skier, 1992-96, (210x122,5 cm)
Picture, mixed media

Jaroslav Prasil: Bracelet, 1998
Lace jewelry, flax thread, lurex

Mila Preslova: Cycle with Sdrka, (3 parts), 1997, (60x50 cm)
Picture, photography on fabric



Martin Raudensky: Finicky Gourmet, 1996, (70x100 cm)
Graphic print, serigraphy

Martin Raudensky: Frgon, 1998, (61x81 cm)

Graphic print, lithography

Michal Sedlak: Sex in the Moss and Ferns, 1998, (75x50 cm)
Color photograph

Antonin Strizek: Metaphysical Still-life, 1998, (85x140 cm)
Painting, oil on canvas

N

E
Cestmir SuSka: Fish, 1993, (20x60x30 cm)
Sculpture, baked clay

Adriena Simotova: Meditation II, 1992, (170x97 cm)
Picture, pastel and pastel pigment on Chinese paper

Jiri Stourac: untitled, 1998, (128x75 cm)
Drawing, coal pencil

Katerina Stenclova: Into Violet, 1992-97, (120x120 cm)
Picture, pigment on canvas

Michaela Thelenova: untitled, 1997-98, (20x20 cm)
Picture, from the series of 15 black and white photographs, photograph on canvas

Roman Trabura: untitled, 1997, (25x34 cm)
Drawing, gouache on paper

Richard Tymes: Sometimes, 1998, (105x75 cm) F o : Gis
Picture, acrylic, pencil on canvas m 3
Jiri Valoch: untitled, 1984, (29.5x20 cm) b /_/\\ -)'0

Diptych, typing on hand-made paper <
Toma$ Vanék: Gift, 1998, (46x52 cm)

Picture, (3 pieces), mixed media %‘7{%%

Ivan Vosecky: Gardener, 1996, (92x105 cm)
Picture, mixed media

Martin Zalesak: Tomato- tops, 1998, (103x110 cm)
Painting, acrylic on canvas

m Publications

The Foundation prepared a publication covering the activities of the Soros Center for Contemporary Arts - Prague
in the years 1992 - 1998. Apart from three essays dealing with the history of the Center and the description of its
programs, it includes the list of all the grants given in those years as well as lists of the exhibitions and other
projects realized by the Center. The publication was printed and became available in Czech and in English in 2000.

=



I

PROGRAMS OF THE
CENTER FOR CONTEMPORARY ARTS PRAGUE
1999

Public Art

The Public Art Program is an initiative to support the realization of art works in public spaces in cooperation with

community based partners. The aim of the program is to bridge the gap between the general public and the

contemporary art world by taking works of art out of the closed space of galleries and museums and incorporating

them into the daily life of a wider audience.

Public Art Projects developed and realized in 1999:

Jan Novotny: The Equestrian Statue, Neratovice, in cooperation with the City of Neratovice and the Social

House of Neratovice.

On the occasion of Prague being one of the Cultural Cities of Europe in 2000, the CCA Prague developed SIX

PUBLIC ART PROJECTS to be realized as part of the Prague European City of Culture program. The realization of

the following projects, to take place in 2000, are supported by Prague - European Cultural City, the City

of Prague and private sponsors.

Petr Hudecek: Shooting Gallery, a project that develops the long tradition of shooting festivals. It will
consist of the creation of art works that will serve as shooting targets and will be "christened" during a
public festival at the Stfelecky ostrov (Shooting Island) in Prague.

Thomas Kotik and Julie Schulzova: Perception Machine, abstract sculpture, a metal scale beam
placed at the inclined terrain of the Snémovni Square in Prague.

Michal Sedlak: Danae, a female land art sculpture, larger than life, made of stone, clay and vegetation
on the shore of a lake in Stromovka Park in Prague.

Michal Gabriel: Fish, a work of art connecting sculptural values with light effects of a computer
program to be placed in a Prague metro passage.

Milan Cais: The Eye, a video projection placed at the Goethe Institute in Prague. Human eyes watching
the VItava River and the Prague Castle will be projected on two inflatable sacks that will have the shape of

eyes.

Barbara Benish: Flower-Power, large-scale paintings placed in
stone frames on the supporting wall at the Kpt. Jaro§ Embankment



II Exhibitions

In 1999 the Center officially concluded the last year of the Annual Exhibitions program. The aim of the program
had been to introduce, and attract attention to, significant featu_res of contemporary artistic development new to the
local artistic scene (new media, public art). The main reason to discontinue this program was financial since Annual
Exhibitions were large, extensive projects that presented from 20 to 40 artists and were accompanied by a bi-lingual
comprehensive catalogue with essays by Czech and international art theoreticians. Instead, the Center concentrated
on the organization of smaller, regular exhibitions at its Jeleni Gallery exhibiton space, and to develop
cooperative exhibition projects with other national and international institutions that have better conditions for large
exhibitions.

Art for a Hospital, exhibition of the artworks from the Art Collection of the FCA Prague, Vaclav
Spala Gallery. The President of the Czech Republic, Vaclav Havel, selected a group of works on exhibition
for loan to the new central pavilion of the Military Hospital in Prague.

Jeleni Gallery

The exhibition program of the Jeleni Gallery presents the works of both Czech and international artists. It enables a
broad spectrum of emerging artists to introduce their work to the public; it allows artists who participate in the
Center's residency and exchange programs the opportunity to share their experience with the local community; and
finally, it provides young curators with the opportunity to gain valuable practical working experience. In 1999 the
following exhibitions were held in the Jeleni Gallery:

= LAB SCCA 98, group exhibition of the projects prepared at the Laboratory for New Media Art in 1998.

» The Last Grant, a solo-exhibition of works by Jifi Suruvka, who had received a two-month residency in
1998 at the Goodman 2 facility, San Francisco, USA

= Luxus, exhibition of artworks by the artistic group Kamera Skura from Ostrava

= Colony, Jan Merta, Tomas$ Vanek, a collaborative exhibition project presented the results of the six-
month artist's residency at the Jeleni Studio program

=  Peripheral Vision, Michael Setek, UK, results of the two-month residency at Cimelice
Castle.

= Two Rabbits by a Picture, a joint exhibition by Katarina Szanyiova and

Ales Hudecek presented the artists' works realized during their residency

at Cimelice Castle.

Co-organization and Cooperative Exhibitions:

Hommage a Franz Kafka, exhibition of Czech and German artists in Augsburg, Germany, and in
various venues in Prague

Travelling exhibition of the winners of the Chalupecky Prize, Bucharest, Romania



III' New Media Art

The Laboratory for New Media Art was built up in 1997 and 1998 as a part of the Regional Program of
the OSI New York called the Internet and Art, and thanks to the generous support of the Silicon
Graphics, CR. The Lab enables artists living in the Czech Republic to realize, free of charge, artistic projects
In the Lab using new computer technologies; such as digital processing of sound and picture, computer animation,
virtual reality, interactive installations and web page design.

Projects prepared at the Lab in 1999:

Agon (P. Kofron, I. Bierhanzel, M. Simacek): digital processing of a composition by M.
Simacek called Patterns

Markéta Bankova: Map of New York, a project on the Internet inspired by the artist's residency at the
International Studio Program, NY, USA

Katerina Fojtikova: Brains, video-projection for a ballet performance

Michaela Huffsteterova: Cybernetic Theater, a performance project composed of the elements of
traditional theater, computer animation and virtual reality

Tomas LiSka: Seven, a video clip of the group Colorfactory

Jolana Rucharova-Kahounova: Spectators, processing a video recording with the use of digital
technology

Robert Lang, Milo$ Sejn, Milo$ Vojtéchovsky: preparation of the CD ROM Colorum Naturae
Varietas

Tomas Vanék: A Stencil, preparation of stencils for a large-scale wall painting with the use of digital
technology

Filip Turek: web page design

IV  Artists in Residence

The CCA Prague started two residency programs in 1999:

Studios at Jeleni

In 1999 the CCA Prague started residencies at its premises at Jelen{ street. The program operates all year round and
enables artists and arts scholars to work independently on individual projects in the historical center of Prague. In
1999 the program was opened both for Czech and international participants, and included six-month residencies, a
stipend of 10 000 CZK, and a possibility of an exhibition at Jelen{ Gallery at the end of the residency.

January-June Jeleni Studio artists-in-residence:
Federico Diaz (CR)
Jan Merta (CR)
Tomas Vanék (CR)

July-December Jeleni Studio artists-in-residence:
Federico Diaz (CR)
Mikko Maasalo (Finland)



Artists in Residence at Cimelice Castle

In October 1998 the SCCA-Prague started to prepare
the international residency program at Cimelice
Castle. Since its establishing in 1992 the Center has
been participating in the organization of various
exchange programs and was trying to find a suitable
location to start its own residency program. In 1998
the Center started to cooperate with Karel
Schwarzenberg, the owner of Cimelice Castle.

In May and October 1999 workshops of
students of Czech art universities (Academy of Fine
Arts in Prague, Faculty of Visual Arts in Brno,
Pedagogical Faculty in Usti nad Labem) took place at
the Castle.

From June till September the international residency program was in progress at the Castle. Together 20
artists from 11 countries (Brazil, Czech Republic, Croatia, Yugoslavia, Macedonia, Lithuania, the Netherlands,
Poland, Russia, Great Britain, USA) participated in the pilot year of the program. The artists worked in visual arts,
literature, film and theater.

During their residencies the artists had the opportunity to introduce their work to Czech artists and art
theoreticians at the meetings that the Center organized at the Castle. Then the artists presented their work to the
public at the Open House when about 400 people from the whole country visited the Castle. Besides individual
tours through artists' studios the Center prepared the exhibition of the results of students' workshops and the
exhibition of 3 groups of young visual artists from Prague and Ostrava. Other events included screening of
experimental films, samples from the workshop of the Yugoslavian CRAFT Theater, the street performance by
Skryta tvurci jednotka (Hidden Creative Unit) entitled Life of Fanta and concerts of classical and contemporary
music. The opening of the new artists' center was given a special attention by the press as well as the Czech TV.

V  Documentation and Resource Library

In 1999 the CCA Prague continued in the development of the Documentation and Resource Library that includes the
following programs:

Comprehensive Documentation

Comprehensive Documentation of selected Czech artists are studies that contain detailed description of the artists'
works, biographical data, bibliographies, black and white photographs and color slides, and a comprehensive
analysis of the artists' works and ideas. In 1999, new additions to the Comprehensive Documentation Program were
halted because of its high costs.

Artist Files

The Artist Files database is a program open to all artists in the Czech Republic and contains basic visual and text
information submitted by the artists, on their individual work.



Library

The library is a rich collection of books, catalogues, journals, periodicals, videos and CD-ROMs on contemporary

art that is open to the general public. The library contains both domestic and international publications, including

special sections dedicated to topical themes such as New Media and Public Art, access to the Internet and use of

audio-visual equipment.

The library also includes information on international grants, stipends and residency opportunities offered

by institutions from all over the world. The grants concern not only the visual arts but also other related fields, such

as art history and arts management.

Lectures, Workshops, Public Presentations

In 1999 the CCA Prague prepared 8 public lectures on the topic of the development of contemporary arts:

VI

Charlotta Kotik, Chief Curator for Contemporary Arts, Brooklyn Museum, New York: New York Now -
contemporary art presented in New York galleries

Jana Hortitkova, Richard Fajnor, Claudia Tennyson and Jaroslav Koran: Experience from
their participation in the 6th year of ArtsLink - the Residency/Exchange Program for artists and arts
managers from the USA and the Central and Eastern Europe

Milo$ Vojtéchovsky, art theoretician, Center for Modern and Contemporary Arts of the National Gallery
in Prague: Contemporary Trends and Aspects of New Media Arts

Jifi Suruvka, visual artist: Experience from the 2-month residency at Goodman 2 Colony, San Francisco,
USA

James Elkins, PhD, art theoretician, Department of Art History, Theory, and Criticism, School of the
Art Institute of Chicago, USA: The Unrepresentable: Physics, Painting and the Postmodern Sublime

Markéta Bankova (visual artist), Martin BlaZzi¢ek (experimental film), Ale§ Hudecek (visual artist),
Lucie Jandova (writer), Jiri Prihoda (visual artist), Jifi Suruvka (visual artist), Cestmir Suska
(visual artist), Katararina Szanyiova (visual artist): Experiences from Residencies in the Czech Republic
and Abroad

Graham Harwood, new media artist, Great Britain: workshop on media arts for students from the Academy
of Fine Arts in Prague and the Faculty of Arts from Brno

Special Projects

The CCA Prague has been working in partnership with many Czech and foreign institutions and individuals on a

wide range of special projects that relate to the mission and programs of the organization.

In 1999 the Center was preparing 4 projects that were part of the program of the Prague - Cultural

City of Europe 2000:

s

Czech Artists in Bergen, an exchange of exhibitions between Prague
and Bergen, Norway, Czech participating artists: FrantiSek Matousek,
Petr Nikl, Lukas Rittstein and FrantiSek Skala.



Coastline, international exhibition of contemporary environmental arts, Reykjavik, Island, participant from the
Czech Republic: Ivan Kafka

Transplant | Heart, collaborative project of artists from 9 Cultural Cities of Europe 2000, Helsinki, Finland,
Czech participant: Alena Kotzmannova

Cafe9.net, collaborative project of 7 Cultural Cities of Europe
2000 (Avignon, Bergen, Bologne, Brussels, Helsinki, Prague I
and Reykjavik) on the Internet. The aim of the project is to |
create a virtual creative space that will be used for collaboration
and communication, for establishing long-term relations
between similar initiatives and for the use of the possibilities of
new digital technologies for social, cultural and educational

purposes in Europe.

CCA Prague continued in the collaboration with the International Studio Program, New York, USA. As
a result one Czech artist - Markéta Bankova and one Czech art historian - Martina Pachmanova - were
selected for three-month residencies in New York.

The CCA Prague participated in the preparation of the projects as part of the Network Programs of
the Soros Foundation. The main aim of these programs, which were designed for countries of Central and
Eastern Europe and for the countries of the former Soviet Union, is to specifically support cross-border initiatives
and a sharing of ideas and experiences.

ArtsLink

ArtsLink is an international exchange program, between the United States and the countries of Central and Eastern
Europe, for artists and art managers from a variety of backgrounds. The ArtsLink program provided six-week
residency stipendiums in the USA for participants from the European partner countries, and stipend grants to help
American artists realize joint-projects with their European colleagues.

In 1999 a new type of grant, Independent Partnerships, was established which allows artists and managers
from Eastern and Central Europe the opportunity to apply for grant stipends to enable them to work in the U.S. on
specific projects and exchanges.

In 1999 2 art managers from the Czech Republic received the ArtsLink stipends:

Olga Mala, contemporary visual arts curator, City Gallery of Prague; hosting institution: Museum of
Modern Art, New York

Zbynék Ondrich, theater art manager, Archa Theater, Prague; hosting institution: Ohio State
University, Department of Theater, Columbus, Ohio

The ArtsLink program is a partnership of the following organizations: CEC International Partners, the
National Endowment for the Arts, the Open Society Institute - New York, the SCCA Network,
the Ohio Arts Council, the Kettering Fund and the Trust for Mutual Understanding.

SCARP (Soros Contemporary Arts Regional Program)

SCARP is a region-wide initiative involving cooperative projects between the SCCA Network organizations,
supporting the mutual development, promotion and exchange of the countries’ social-cultural arts scene.



In 1999 three SCARP projects were realized in the Czech Republic.

Public District, international public art projects prepared in collaboration with curators and artists from
Hungary, Poland, Croatia, Slovakia, Slovenia and the Czech Republic

Museum Educational Activities Workshop, House of Arts in Brno, Foundation "People to
Visual Arts - Visual Arts to People", Museum of Moravia

Pantograph, collaborative project of institutions and individuals from Central and Eastern Europe, Center
for Metamedia, Plasy



